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Abstract: Research and inquiry is a vital component of the final year honours 
project that every undergraduate engineering student needs to complete as part 
of the BE degree requirements. In addition, it is central to the completion of 36 
units of research by every BE RnD student. In this talk, we will first discuss 
models and conceptions of research and teaching, from the educational 
literature, which are relevant to the supervision of undergraduate research 
projects. In light of this discussion, we will identify an effective method of 
engaging undergraduate students with research and inquiry, which has been 

successfully implemented in the last two years. Finally, case study results will be presented 
comparing the outcomes before and after adopting this method.  
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